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ECOLOGY EXPLOITED AND SCIENCE MISUSED - A REVIEW ON KIM
STANLEY ROBINSON'S RED MARS

The outbreak of the second wave of COVID -19 pandemic serves as a major global health disaster
today. The pandemic that spread at an alarming rate across the globe has also caused wreckage in India.
Lack of oxygen supply and hospital beds, rapid surge in the number of deaths, unidentified bodies
floating on river Ganga and many more such incidents has led to a desperate and pathetic situation.
Panic, pain and agony has shattered the country. As India is battling the deadly virus, it's also a wakeup
call to humanity on the use of science, preservation of nature and a growing need for ecological

awareness.

Science fiction is one of the suitable genres to explore environmental issues, political and economic
crisis. The SF writers like Arthur C. Clarke, Ursula K. Le Guin, Philip K. Dick, H. G. Wells and Kim
Stanley Robinson often explore the destructive aspect of science in their novels. SF in general has a
significant interconnection with pandemic situation as well. As Mayurika Chakravorty states,
“the connection between science fiction and pandemics runs deeper. They are linked by a perception of
globality”. He further writes that, “globality is central to science fiction. To be identified as an Earthling,
one has to transcend the local and national and sometimes, even the global, by embracing a larger

planetary consciousness”.

Kim Stanley Robinson is considered as America's greatest science fiction writer. He has written nearly
twenty novels, short stories and non-fiction essays. He has been honoured with numerous science fiction
awards like Hugo, Nebula, Locus and John W. Campbell Memorial Award. Robinson’s most popular novel
Red Mars is the fitst book of the Mars Trilogy. The plot begins with the journey of hundred astronauts
to Mars and their struggle to survive on the alien planet. It also deals with the terraforming of Mars,

capitalist attitude of private transnational corporations and the final outbreak of the revolution.

Red Mars depicts the life of hundred cosmonauts who are sent to Mars to build the first human
settlement on Mars. After establishing the first settlement, the private corporate companies called
transnats, provides the permission to terraform Mars. Ann, a geologist is against terraforming and wants
the natural Mars to remain untouched. But the scientists like Sax want to terraform Mars and change it
into another Earth. During the process of terraforming they discover the longevity treatment to enable
long life. They also invent the space elevator which connects Mars and Earth. In the name of

terraforming the private companies begin to loot the resources of Mars.
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Kim Stanley Robinson

On the other hand, Earth is in crisis because of over population. The introduction of longevity
treatment creates havoc on Earth. The longevity treatment is considered as an optimistic invention
of science. But when it is introduced on Earth, it leads to the civil war among the rich and the poor
nations. The longevity treatment is used as a weapon to break the unity among the nations on Earth. In

the same way the space elevator is used in the illegal transportation of Martian resources to Earth.

All these inventions result in destruction at the end of the novel. The space elevator is made to
fall from Phobos leading to the death of people. The side-effects of the Longevity treatment leads to
memory loss. Earth also suffers from over population, civil war and global warming. Antarctica,
the last purest place on Earth is also destroyed for drilling oil out of it. Global warming results in the
extinction of the Phytoplankton.

The novel ends with revolution and the destruction of Mars. Robinson gives a realistic and thought
provoking novel focussing on the misuse of science and lack of ecological awareness that ultimately
leads to the destruction of both Mars and Earth. Robinson echoes the thoughts of millions of people to
join hands to save humanity from this global disaster. He warns mankind about the consequences of using
science for selfish and materialistic gain. It's the need of the hour for academicians, scientists and

bureaucrats across the globe to come together to save the world for the coming generation.

Reference
Chakravorty, Mayurika. “Science fiction explores the interconnectedness revealed by the

coronavirus pandemic.” http:// theconversation.com. 19, July 2020.

P. Gokilapriya, M.Phil. Research Scholar,
Dept. of English




NEUROTHERAPY

In the search for an alternative way of healing, neurotherapy, founded by Dr. Lajpatraj Mehra serves
as the best remedy. It works without the use of medicine by directing the blood circulation to the weaker

organs and strengthens it in due course.

Neurotherapy functions on the fact that the human body itself has the unique ability to heal itself
without the aid of an external source. The human body secretes certain hormones and chemicals which
automatically heals the body without any drugs. These fluids secreted by the different organs are
responsible for the metabolism of the human body. Any disruption in the fluid system leads to the mental

and physical illness.

Neurotherapy stimulates these body fluids through massage or pressure on the nerve ends and helps
the body to regain its health by rectifying the hormonal imbalance. The therapy is based on identifying the
cause of the disease and does not focus on the symptoms. Neurotherapy is widely used in treating disabled

children, paralysis, joint pain, arthritis, hormonal imbalance, diabetes, heart and liver disorder.

This therapy is carried on without any instrument. The therapists use their hands and feet to press at
fixed points to stimulate the body fluids. Hence the people undergoing the treatment do not experience
any pain while being treated.

Reference

https://www.neurotherapyhealthcare.com/neurotherapy.htm

M.Nandini, II M.Sc. Zoology




Project Soli by Google

Project Soli, driven by Google's Advanced Technology and Projects (ATAP) team, was first showcased back

in 2015. The idea is that a radar chip can be used to detect hand movements and gestures to interpret what they

could mean. Soli is a miniature radar that understands human motions at various scales: from the tap of your finger
to the movements of your body.

Salient Features:
¢ You are the only interface you need.

¢ Wave hello to Soli.
e Interaction that feels
R '}
o The language of nonverbal communication.

o The Soli movement library consists of units of interaction which can be used to build complex interactive
experiences that go beyond touch and voice.

e 360° sensing - Soli understands movement from all angles.

¢ Low power - Soli is sensing to detect movement at a low power.

o Smart detection - Soli detects objects and motion through various materials for seamless interaction.
o Private - Soli is not a camera and doesn't capture any visual images.

¢ Active - Soli actively recognizes and responds to your gestures.

o Soli technology is integrated in Google's Pixel 4 smart phone as “Introducing Motion Sense™.”

Dr. A. Geetha,
Assistant Professor and Head, Dept. of Computer Science
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Psychological Steps to overcome this Pandemic Crisis

A theory developed by psychiatrist Elisabeth Kubler- Ross suggests that we go through five distinct stages of
grief after the loss of a loved one, at tough and rough times, a huge financial loss, a major crisis, post war, after a big
setback, some health complications, after a natural disaster and calamity, after losing a relationship...and yes during
this time of Pandemic, Covid -19 too.

Five distinct stages of grief are

1. Denial - not accepting

2. Anger — emotional outburst

3. Bargaining - compromising

4. Depression — mentally down

5. Acceptance — with hope and courage to face.

Stages of the Grief Cycle
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So, the solution is to quickly move from the Denial stage to Acceptance stage, understanding the purpose and
meaning of one's life in this planet Earth. As the famous quotes say “Dear God, grant me the serenity to accept the
things that I cannot change, Courage to change the things I can and Wisdom to know the difference.”

Dr. A. Geetha, Assistant Professor and Head, Dept. of Computer Science
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SPREADING POSITIVITY DURING CRISIS

"Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see a shadow." - Helen Keller.

Feels like Helen Keller and many great personalities had predicted this grave crisis and had given us these beautiful
and enthralling quotes to stay positive and to spread positivity during this crisis. It really is hard to wake up every
morning, do our regular routine, stare at the wall and go to bed. We all have to admit that. Isn't it? Many of us have
just got used to hang out with friends, throw a party, exploring new places and have fun wherever we go. But now,
locked up within the four walls of our house. Ouch! That hurts. It's like telling o bird not to fly! Now, that is just harsh!
Anyway, we all have to face this crisis in one way or another. But hey! Why not make the best out of it? It's not like we

have got our limbs tied up! Look at the bright side!

This is the time to fulfil some of our wildest dreams. All of us would have had some desire of doing something which
we were not able to do because of work, school, college and what not. Don't you think this is the time to try all those
things which you had all locked up inside of you? Yay! The whole 'doing what you had always wanted to do' would've
put a huge smile on your face. Whoa! Whoa! Whoa! Hold your horses! Before you get into some mischief, let's think
about something. Why not get everyone into the mischief you are planning to do? You are wiggling your eye brows,

aren't you? Okay! Get yourself ready to face some chaos in the house people!

Even though you've already got a huge box of things you want to do, here are some interesting things that can help

you to keep yourself occupied and also to spread good vibes during the present situation.

Get into gardening:

_ Look at those nature and plant lovers! Thinking about what new plant to plant in your garden, aren't you? Gardening
has benefits beyond what we think. Gardening exposes us to the sunlight, which is o great source of Vitamin D. Also, |
t's a great way of killing time instead of staring at the wall or your phone. It also calms your mind, makes you feel

reloxed and this is best for people who live alone.




Connect with your family and old friends:

Work! Work! Work! Even though work is important, many of us had failed to spend some quality time with our
family. And thank God! This is the best time!!! Go get a huge bowl of popcorn and binge watch a comedy movie with
your family for old time's sake with a nice game of chess and snakes-and-ladders! What a pleasure! What a pleasure!
Google meet, zoom, skype, google duo, Cisco WebEx... wow! Infinite number of video calling apps! Schedule a
meeting with your family and friends and crack some bad jokes, will ya? It not only helps you to fel happy but also
to spread some good vibes to your family and friends.

Get that apron and that toque on:

Unleash that master chef growling inside you! Try new recipes. Tell me, how long will you eat the same boring food?
You've got yourself some great cooks to teach you how to make mouth-watering dishes on YouTube. Try making some
macarons, take a picture and post it on social media! You inspire your friends to make your recipe and also you get to

eat something delicious. Yes, two mangoes from one stone.




Become a director:

There are people who are talented in various things. Take that abandoned camera and guitar, sing a song and upload
it on YouTube. Not just that, you can do a vlog. Let people know what you are doing during this time and entertain
them by making fool of yourself. Well, not exactly by making fool of yourself. Share your interests. Sometimes that
will inspire many to do some interesting things. Ultimately, you are going to get yourself many subscribers! Write a
story. Share it with your friends. Who knows, you can become a famous author. Just an idea. Just an idea.

Helping the Helpers:

Have you ever thought about those people other than the doctors and police officers who help off the record each
and every day? From the person who provides natural health beverages at our door step to the milkman, sweeper and
many more volunteers who help us even though they are not given enough recognition. How about each of us take a
piggy bank and save some money each day so that we can give them the money when the pandemic is over as a gift?
Think about how they would feel when they realize that their work has been recognized? They would feel extremely

happy right? Now, where is that piggy bank? Let us save some money! Last but definitely not the least...

i




Pray for the world and show support:

To face the pandemic, the world and its people in it need strength, the government, the doctors and all those
people who are trying so hard to help all the people need a strong will power, strength and love. We cannot do
anything to help them practically, but we can pray for them and show them our support through social media. Pray
for each and everybody in our world so that this crisis ends soon and we all can get back to our normal lives.

So friends, these are some things which you can do to kill time and stay sane during this crisis. It is kind of
difficult to get used to this new normal but during this time we should not lose hope and should try to look on the
bright side. Remember, there's always a day after each night!!

Dr. Jelince Dhinakar Abraham, Assistant Professor in Business Administration

The Photographers

They see the world with lenses

They focus the happiness and blur the unnecessaries

They understand the atmosphere with zoom in and zoom out
They freeze the smile and make them smile again

They get satisfied simply exploring their surrounding

They are never planned, but live just for the moment

Yet, without them the world can't recall what happened !!!

R.Rohith, IITB.B.A.




Beloved mother, mom, momma
Protagonist of my drama;
Too lovable my dearie
Superwoman of my story
Let me start

With my heart beat

For you're the one

Who first felt it

The pain that you've endured
And enduring is solid

Yet you are determined

For fate cannot break you

A woman of integrity

Who taught me honesty
Whom I will love

For all the eternity

The quiet sky

Under which

Leaves' talk: Demystify
Life; to which

I bear testimony...

All agony

Haste flee,

Which relieved me
Under the tree;

Was standing me

With great envy...

BELOVED MOTHER

ATESTIMONY TO LEAVES' TALE

M.Antony Raj, [ M.A. English Literature




IN BORDER PEAK WITH PEAK HAPPINESS

It was an ambition at three
I saw a battalion trained:
They sounded with great aspiration;
Their aspiration become a melody inspiration
The camouflaged sepoys were in my eyes
I wandered round and round along with them...
As I grew, my ambition bloomed
It was like fantasy so far
Once I determined; realised the reality
And hardships of a sepoy that peaked my heart
My heart and melody; and my camouflage caught eyes;
All those hankered my desire
It was a long way to reach my goal
Finally at eighteen amidst them...
My heart baffled in pride
Now I could sing the melody I longed to sing
In border peak with peak happiness
For my motherland.
S.Dharani, I M.A. English Literature

TRICKY RIDDLES

1. Guess the movie described with the emojis! (Hint: It's also a famous kids' story!)




2. Identify the word in the picture.

3. If a lion had a Christmas music album, what would it be called?

4. Which is heavier? A pound of feathers or a pound of rocks?




5. What can travel around the world while staying in a corner?

6. “People buy me to eat, but never eat me? What am I?




8. Find the odd one out!

Courtesy: https://www.mentalup.co/img/blog-pdf/tricky-riddles-with-answers-printable.pdf

ANSWERS

1. Cindrella

2. Exercise

3. Jungle Bells

4, Neither. Both weigh a pound!
5. Astamp.

6. It's a plate!

7. Shadow

8.Answer is 1




M.Sowmiya, IIB.A. History V.Liganadhan I B.Sc(CS)

D.Pandiselvi, I B.A. History K.Poornima, III B.A. History
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AMANOJ 1IM.A, English Literature
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A.Annapoorani, Il MA English Literature M.R.MohamedMufees, III BBA
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